Sixth grade American History Benchmarks:

Vision Statement: AKA Overarching goal

American History s is the integrated study of the social sciences and history to prepare young people to become responsible citizens. Responsible citizens display social understanding and civic efficacy.  Social understanding is knowledge of social aspects of the human condition, how they have evolved over time, the variations that occur in differing physical environments and cultural settings, and the emerging trends that appear likely to shape the future.

PEDAGOGICAL BENCHMARKS:

I.  Historical Perspective 

Students use knowledge of the past to construct meaningful understanding of our diverse cultural heritage and to inform their civic judgments.

A rich historical perspective begins with knowledge of significant events, ideas, and actors from the past.  That knowledge encompasses both our commonalities and our diversity exemplified by race, ethnicity, social and economic status, gender, region, politics, and religion.  Meaningful 

understanding of the past involves the integration of historical  knowledge and thinking skills.

II. Time and Chronology
All students will sequence chronologically the following eras of American History and key events within these eras in order to examine relationships and to explain cause and effect: Expansion and Reform (1801-1861); and Civil War and Reconstruction (1850-1877); The Development of the Industrial United States (1870-1900); The Emergence of Modern America (1890-1930); The Great Depression and World War II (1929-1945);

III. Comprehending the Past
All students will understand narratives about major eras of American and world history by identifying the people involved, describing the setting, and sequencing the events.

Reading accounts of human events with understanding requires recognition of chronological sequence—the beginning, middle, and end of a story.  Comprehension also requires identification of the characters involved, the situation or setting in which the narrative takes place, and the sequence of events through which the story unfolds, including the initiating 

event(s) and the results. 

IV. Analyzing and Interpreting the Past

All students will reconstruct the past by comparing interpretations written by others from a variety of perspectives and creating narratives from evidence.

History is not a succession of facts marching to a settled conclusion.  Written history is a human construction and conclusions about the past are tentative and arguable. Documents, eyewitness accounts, letters, diaries, artifacts, photos, historical sites, and other fragments of the past are subject to analysis and interpretation.  Credible reconstruction of the past draws upon a variety of records and compares interpretations that reveal more than one perspective on events.  One can engage in “doing history” by assessing historical narratives written by others or by creating a narrative from evidence that has been compiled, analyzed, and interpreted. 

V. Judging Decisions from the Past

All students will evaluate key decisions made at critical turning points in history by assessing their implications and long-term consequences.
At critical turning points in history, we sometimes encounter key decisions that were made at the time.  By entering personally into such moments, we can confront important issues of an era.  When revisiting these issues, we can analyze the interests and values held by those caught up in the situation, consider alternative choices and their consequences, assess the ethical implications of possible decisions, and evaluate the decision made in light of its long-term consequences revealed in the historical record.
VI. Information Processing

All students will acquire information from books, maps, newspapers, data sets, and other sources, organize and present the information in maps, graphs, charts, and time lines, interpret the meaning and significance of information, and use a variety of electronic technologies to assist in accessing and managing information. 

The ability to acquire information from books, maps, newspapers, data sets, and other sources, skill in organizing and presenting information in maps, graphs, charts, time lines, and the ability to interpret the meaning and significance of data all continue to be vital skills.  In addition, technology has become a critical part of the information age.  Students must have experiences in using computers, media, and telecommunication technology to access and process information. 

VII. Conducting Investigations 

All students will conduct investigations by formulating a clear statement of a question, gathering and organizing information from a variety of sources, analyzing and interpreting information, formulating and testing hypotheses, reporting results both orally and in writing, and making use of appropriate technology. 

Social science investigations usually begin with the clear statement of a question meaningful to the investigator. Gathering and organizing information from a variety of sources, interpreting and analyzing information, formulating and testing of hypotheses, and reporting of results are subsequent steps of the inquiry process.  Computers and other electronic technology may be used to access and manage information during an investigation and to report results. Investigations can be carried out by individuals or groups.

Content Benchmarks: 

Expansionism and Slavery

Students analyze the divergent paths of the American people in the South from 1800 to the mid-1800s and the challenges they faced.

* Describe the development of the agrarian economy in the South, identify the locations of the cotton-producing states, and discuss the significance of cotton and the cotton gin.

* Trace the origins and development of slavery; its effects on black Americans and on the region's political, social, religious, economic, and cultural development; and identify the strategies that were tried to both overturn and preserve it.

* Examine the characteristics of white Southern society and how the physical environment influenced events and conditions prior to the Civil War.

* Compare the lives of and opportunities for free blacks in the North with those of free blacks in the South.

Students analyze the divergent paths of the American people in the West from 1800 to the mid-1800s and the challenges they faced.

* Describe the purpose, challenges, and economic incentives associated with westward expansion, including the concept of Manifest Destiny (e.g., the Lewis and Clark expedition, accounts of the removal of Indians, the Cherokees' "Trail of Tears," settlement of the Great Plains) and the territorial acquisitions that spanned numerous decades.

* Describe the Texas War for Independence and the Mexican-AmericanWar, including territorial settlements, the aftermath of the wars, and the effects the wars had on the lives of Americans, including Mexican Americans today.

* Describe the purpose, challenges, and economic incentives associated with westward expansion, including the concept of Manifest Destiny (e.g., the Lewis and Clark expedition, accounts of the removal of Indians, the Cherokees' "Trail of Tears," settlement of the Great Plains) and the territorial acquisitions that spanned numerous decades.

Students analyze the early and steady attempts to abolish slavery and to realize the ideals of the Declaration of Independence.

* Discuss the importance of the slavery issue as raised by the annexation of Texas and California's admission to the union as a free state under the Compromise of 1850.

* Analyze the significance of the States' Rights Doctrine, the Missouri Compromise (1820), the Wilmot Proviso (1846), the Compromise of 1850, Henry Clay's role in the Missouri Compromise and the Compromise of 1850, the Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854), the Dred Scott v. Sandford decision (1857), and the Lincoln-Douglas debates (1858).

* Describe the lives of free blacks and the laws that limited their freedom and economic opportunities.

The Civil War

Students analyze the multiple causes, key events, and consequences of the Civil War

* Trace the boundaries constituting the North and the South, the geographical differences between the two regions, and the differences between agrarians and industrialists.

* Discuss Abraham Lincoln's presidency and his significant writings and speeches and their relationship to the Declaration of Independence, such as his "House Divided" speech (1858), Gettysburg Address (1863), Emancipation Proclamation (1863), and inaugural addresses (1861 and 1865).

* Study the views and lives of leaders (e.g., Ulysses S. Grant, Jefferson Davis, Robert E. Lee) and soldiers on both sides of the war, including those of black soldiers and regiments.

* Explain how the war affected combatants, civilians, the physical environment, and future warfare.

* Reconstruction and Civil Rights

Students analyze the character and lasting consequences of Reconstruction.

* List the original aims of Reconstruction and describe its effects on the political and social structures of different regions.

* Understand the effects of the Freedmen's Bureau and the restrictions placed on the rights and opportunities of freedmen, including racial segregation and "Jim Crow" laws.

* Trace the rise of the Ku Klux Klan and describe the Klan's effects.

* Understand the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendments to the Constitution and analyze their connection to Reconstruction.

Immigration

Students analyze the relationship among the rise of industrialization, large-scale rural-to-urban migration, and massive immigration from Southern and Eastern Europe.

* Describe the changing landscape, including the growth of cities linked by industry and trade, and the development of cities divided according to race, ethnicity, and class.

* Understand the effect of political programs and activities of the Progressives (e.g., federal regulation of railroad transport, Children's Bureau, the Sixteenth Amendment, Theodore Roosevelt, Hiram Johnson).

* Know the effects of industrialization on living and working conditions, including the portrayal of working conditions and food safety.

American Imperialism 

Students trace the rise of the United States to its role as a world power in the twentieth century

* List the purpose and the effects of the Open Door polic

* Describe the Spanish-American War and U.S. expansion in the South Pacific

* Discuss America's role in the Panama Revolution and the building of the Panama Canal.

* Analyze the political, economic, and social ramifications of World War I on the home front.

* Trace the declining role of Great Britain and the expanding role of the United States in world affairs after World War II.

The Great Depression

Students analyze the different explanations for the Great Depression and how the New Deal fundamentally changed the role of the federal government

* Describe the monetary issues of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries that gave rise to the establishment of the Federal Reserve and the weaknesses in key sectors of the economy in the late 1920s.

* Analyze the effects of and the controversies arising from New Deal economic policies and the expanded role of the federal government in society and the economy since the 1930s (e.g., Works Progress Administration)

World War II

Students analyze America's participation in World War II

* Examine the origins of American involvement in the war, with an emphasis on the events that precipitated the attack on Pearl Harbor.

* Analyze Roosevelt's foreign policy during World War II

* Describe major developments in aviation, weaponry, communication, and medicine and the war's impact on the location of American industry and use of resources

